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D U S A  A D V I C E  

1. DO NOT RUSH 

Dundee has plenty of accommodation to offer students. 

Do not be pressured by a landlord into signing  a lease 

quickly before you have had an opportunity to think 

about all of these things: 

- Who will I live with? 

- Can I afford this? 

- Does the property suit my needs? 

- Is it big enough 

- Is it in the right location 

- Is it clean and in a good state of repair? 

Make sure that the tenancy agreement meets your needs 

before signing. You can discuss with your landlord to 

change certain terms in the lease, for example, duration. 

Remember you cannot sign up for a 12 month contract 

and then expect to leave after 9 months - you will be 

legally responsible for the rent for 12 months whether you 

are living in the property or not. 

By signing a tenancy agreement you have made a legally 

binding commitment to your landlord. There is usually no 

reconsideration period after signing and therefore it is 

often impossible to get out of it. You will be responsible 

for rent for the length of the tenancy. Therefore make sure 

you are happy with the property, the landlord and your 

flatmates before signing the lease. 

2. NEGOTIATE THE TERMS 



D U S A  A D V I C E  

What kind of tenancy will you have? What is the rent per month? 

You can speak to Student Funding about budgeting tips and advice.  

Are you required to have a guarantor? 

A guarantor is someone who signs the lease and agrees to pay the rent if you do not pay. 

Having a guarantor is not a legal requirement however some landlords/agents insist on this. 

Is your landlord required to pay your deposit into a Tenancy Deposit Scheme?       

Visit www.safedepositsscotland.com 

Is your letting agent charging you unlawful fees? 

Visit www.reclaimyourfees.com 

Are you signing a joint tenancy? 

A joint tenancy means that all tenants are jointly responsible for the rent. Below are some 

tips for avoiding problems with joint responsibility:  

• Take your time to decide who you want to live with. 

• Make sure everyone is happy with the property, the area, and all of the other flat mates 

before you all sign. 

• Understand what you are signing and work out the total amount you could be responsible 

for under the contract - make sure everyone moving in can afford to pay the rent otherwise 

you may be responsible to pay what they cannot. 

• Make sure any guarantors agreement limits your guarantor’s responsibility to your share of 

the rent only - otherwise they could be responsible for paying your flatmates rent if they 

don't pay 

• Sign together – if you sign first on one day and then others pull out, you could still be tied 

into the contract so always sign together. 

• If you’re really unhappy with signing a joint contract, you can negotiate with the landlord 

to see if they will give you individual contracts instead - this will mean you are not 

responsible if your flatmates don't pay and is therefore a better option than a joint contract. 

3. BE AWARE 


